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MONTANA TRAVELS TO
PULLMAN TO MEET A
DECEIVING IDAHO
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MISSOULA —
Saturday the University of Montana takes on a hungry Idaho football team that is
yet to win a game in 1970 and a team plagued by injuries.
Coach Don Robbins, who succeeded Y. C. McNease last spring, has played four rugged
games against some of the toughest competition in college football.

The Vandals opened

with Air Force, then followed with Washington State, a traditional rival, Pacific and
Idaho State, another traditional rival.

All four attempts at breaking into the winning

column ended in frustrating defeats.
While Idaho may appear hapless, the Vandal look is deceiving.
the best backfields in the Northwest'.

Robbins has one of

Quarterback Steve Olson, flanker Terry Moreland

and halfback Fred Riley.
Last year Olson and All-American Jerry Hendren led the nation in passing and pass
receiving, and Olson is about ready to cut loose with a great day.

Currently, the rangey

signal caller is the fourth leading passer in the Big Sky.
Moreland is the league's leading receiver at the flanker snot and he is as capable
a pass catcher as Montana will see this season.

He too is capable of blowing a team off

the field.
Riley is probably one of the best backs to hit the Big Sky Conference.

At Yuba JC

he broke every national rushing record that IJSC's 0. J. Simpson set during his junior
college career.

Riley is trailing Montana's Arnie Blancas in the conference rushing and

total offense statistics.
Idaho is sixth in the league as a defensive unit; however, Montana coach Jack Swarthout said this statistic is also deceiving.

"Idaho has played some of the best around*and

when you play Air Force and a few others like that you have to give up a few yards."
(more)
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Montana, on the other hand, is on top of the heap in the Big Sky and leads 'the! league
in total offense, total defense, rush offense and rush defense.
The Grizzlies also have two players leading the league statistics.

A m i e Blancas

is the leading rusher with a 109 yard average per game and was last week's Big Sky Player
of the Week.
Karl Stein is the league interception leader with five and has returned the five for
151 yards.
Montana will be missing halfback Casey R'elflly in Pullman Saturday.

The Anaconda

junior suffered a hand injury last week against Weber State but is expected back in action
next week.

Swarthout will start utility back Steve Caputo in his place.

Other than Reilly, Montana has only a few bruises to conquer and all will be healthy
for the Saturday game.

Swarthout said, "We have been fortunate so far and glad we'll be

at full strength for the Idaho game."
Commenting on practice this past week, Swarthout said the Grizzlies are improving
r

on the passing game and quarterback Cary Berding is picking up the receivers much better.
‘'He is doing an excellent job quarterbacking,*'Swarthout said.
Swarthout concluded that the game would be a typical Grizzly-Vandal clash -- rpugh
and bruising.

"We won'a big one last week against ,,feber, but we have to beat Idaho and

Idaho State to stay in contention for the title," he said.
The Grizzlies will fly form Johnson-Bell Field Saturday at 11 a.m. MDT, arriving in
Pullman at 11 a.m. PDT.

The team is expected back in Missoula at 9 p.m. Saturday evening.

The game will be broadcast over KGVO and the Grizzly Network starting at 2:50 p.m.
MDT Saturday.

Jim Rummel will again handle the p lay-by** pi ay.
#####

